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CRCSS REFERENCES

Firenen's Pension Fund - See 3rd  ass 84320 et seq.
(53 P.S. 39320 et seq.)
Fire Departnent - See ADM Art. 107.05
Enpl oyee conpensation and fringe benefits - See ADM Art. 123
Muni ci pal Pension Plan Fundi ng Standard and Recovery Act - Act 205
(53 P.S. Sec. 895.101)

151. 01 ESTABLI SHVENT.

There is hereby established a Bethl ehem Firenen's Pensi on Fund
under authority of Article XLIII(b) of The Third Aass Gty Code,
and any other statutes now or hereafter pertaining or applicable
hereto, and any ordinance that may be lawfully enacted for the
pur poses hereof. (Ord. 1032 81. Passed 12/28/48.)

151. 02 MNAI NTENANCE OF FUND.

The Firenen's Pension Fund shall be invested and nerged in
joint Funds for investnment purposes under the provisions of Article
| 56 of the Codified Odinances of the Gty of Bethlehem The Fund
shal | charge agai nst each paid nenber of the Fire Departnent of the
Gty an anount of seven percent (7% of the pay of such nenber, and
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an additional one percent (1% to pay benefits to surviving spouses
of nenbers retired on pension or killed or who die in service.

Annual appropriations to the Firenen's Pension Fund by the Gty
shall be made in accordance with Act 205 of 1984, Municipal Pension
Pl an Fundi ng Standard and Recovery Act.

(Ord. 3139 81. Passed 9/15/87; Od. 3689. Passed 6/6/95; Od.
3764. Passed 9/17/96.)

151. 03 APPROPRI ATI ON FROM C TY TAXES.

In the year 1949 and annually thereafter, there shall be
appropriated and paid to the Firenmen's Pension Fund by the Gty a
sum of noney equal to no |less than one-half of one percent of al
Cty taxes levied by the Cty, other than taxes levied to pay
interest on or to extinguish the debt of the Gty, or any part
thereof. (Od. 1907 82. Passed 4/20/65.)

151. 04 ELECTI ON OF MEMBERS TO BENEFI T.

The Firenmen's Pension Fund shall be for the benefit of all
paid firenmen enployed in the Bureau of Fire, who elect to becone
menbers thereof. (Od. 1032 85. Passed 12/28/48.)

151. 05 PAYMENTS FROM FUND ONLY; COWPUTATI ON.

(a) Paynent of pensions shall not be a charge on any fund in
the treasury of the Cty or under its control except the
Firenen's Pension Fund herein provided for. The basi s
of the pension of a nenber shall be determned by the
monthly salary of the nmenber at the date of retirenent,
or the highest average annual salary which he received
during any five years of service preceding retirenent,
which ever is the higher, whether for disability or by
reason of age or service, and except as to service
increnments provided for in subsection (b) hereof, shall
be:

65% of the annual salary after 25 years of service

of such nenber at the tinme of retirement conputed at
such nonthly or average annual rate, whichever is
hi gher. In the case of the paynent of pensions to
menbers for permanent injury incurred in service, and to
famlies of nenbers killed or who die in service, the
amount and commencenent of the paynents of pensions
shall be fixed by regulations of the Board. Such
regul ations shall not take into consideration the anount
and duration of worknmen's conpensation all owed

by law. Paynents to surviving spouses of nenbers retired
on pension or killed in the service on or after January
1, 1969, or who die in the service on or after January



ARTI CLE 151 3

(b)

1, 1969, shall be equal to the anmobunt payable to the
menber or which woul d have been payabl e had he/ she been
retired at the tine of his/her death.

(Ord. 2695. Passed 2/19/80; Od. 3535. Passed /16/93;
Od. 3764. Passed 9/17/96; Ord. 3933. Passed 2/2/99.)

In addition to the pension which is authorized to be

paid fromthe Firemen's Pension Fund by this article and
notwithstanding the limtations therein placed upon such
pensi ons and upon contributions, every contributor who
becones entitled to the pension shall also be entitled
to the paynent of a service increnent in accordance with
and subject to the conditions hereinafter set forth.

(1) The service increment shall be the sum obtai ned by
conputing the nunber of whole years after having
serviced twenty years during which a contributor
has been enployed by the Gty and paid out of the
Gty treasury and multiplying the nunber of vyears
so conputed by an anount equal to one-fortieth of
the retirenent allowance which has becone payable

to such contributor in accordance wth the
provisions of this article. In conputing the
service increnent, no enpl oynent after t he

contributor has reached the age of sixty-five years
shall be included, and no service increnent shall
be paid in excess of one hundred dollars ($100.00)
per nont h.

(2) Each contributor, fromand after the effective date
of this section (Odinance 2152, passed June 17,
1969), shall pay into the pension fund a nonthly
sum not to exceed one dollar ($1.00), in addition
to his/her pension contribution. Such service
increment contribution shall not be paid after a
contributor had reached the age of sixty-five
years. (Od. 3764. Passed 9/17/96.)

(3) Any person who is a nenber of the Departnent on the
effective date of this section (Odinance 2152,
passed June 17, 1969) who has already reached the
age of sixty-five years shall have his/her service
i ncrement conputed on the years of enploynent prior
to the date of reaching his/her sixty-fifth
birthday. (Ord. 3764. Passed 9/17/96.)

(4) Service increnent contributions shall be paid at
the sanme tinme and in the same nmanner as pensions,
and may be withdrawn in full, wthout interest, by

persons who |eave the enploynment of such CGty,
subject to the sane conditions by which retirenents
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contributions may be wthdrawn, or by persons who
retire before becomng entitled to any service
i ncrenent .

(5 Al nenbers of the Fire Bureau who are now
contributors to the pension fund and all those
enployed by the Fire Bureau after the effective
date of this section (Odinance 2152, passed June

17, 1969), if required to becone contributors to
the pension fund, shal | be subject to the
provisions of this section. (Od. 2152 82. Passed
6/ 17/ 69.)

151. 06 RI GHTS OF PAI D FI REMEN, EXCEPTI ONS.

When any paid fireman shall becone entitled to receive pension
from the Firemen's Pension Fund and shall have been admtted to
participate therein, he/she shall not thereafter be deprived of
his/her right to participation therein on the basis upon which
he/she first becane entitled thereto, save fromone or nore of the
foll ow ng causes: conviction of a felony or msdeneanor, or
failure to conmply with sonme general regulation relating to the
managenent of such Fund, which may be nade by the Board of Managers
and which may provide that failure to conply therewith shal
termnate the right to participate in the Fund. Any term nation of
a pension shall be only after such due notice and hearing as shall
be prescribed by regulation of the Board of Managers. (Od. 1907
84. Passed 4/20/65; Od. 3764. Passed 9/17/96.)

151. 07 PAYMENT FROM FI REMEN S PENSI ON FUND ONLY.

(EDTOR S NOTE: This section was repeal ed by Odi nance 1907,
passed April 20, 1965.)

151. 08 EMPLOYMENT AFTER RETI REMENT; PENSI ON REGULATI ONS.

(EDTOR S NOTE: This section was repeal ed by Odi nance 1907,
passed April 20, 1965.)

151. 09 BOARD OF MANAGERS; COWPCSI TI ON, TERM

The Firenmen's Pension Fund established under the provisions of
this article and the Act of Assenbly applicable thereto shall be
under the direction and control of a Board of Managers consisting
of the Mayor, the Business Admnistrator, the Gty Treasurer, the
Cty Controller, the Comm ssioner of the Fire Bureau ex officio and
two nmenbers of the Fund to be chosen by the nmenbers thereof, one of
the first two nenbers so chosen shall be designated to serve for a
termof two years and the other shall be designated to serve for a
termof four years; biennially thereafter, one nenber of the Board
shall be chosen by the nmenbers of the Fund to serve for a four-year
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term In case of a vacancy anong the nanagers chosen by the
menbers of the Fund, his/her successor shall be chosen by a
majority vote of the nenbers of the Fund and shall serve for the
unexpired term of the manager whom he/ she succeeds. (Ord. 1907 87.

Passed 4/20/65; Od. 2989 §1. Passed 4/2/85; Od. 3764. Passed
9/ 17/ 96.)

151. 10 BOARD RULES FOR SERVI CE, AGE, DI SABI LITY.

The Board of Managers shall conpile such rules and regul ati ons
of the Firenen's Pension Fund deened necessary for the benefit of
such nmenbers of the paid Fire Bureau as shall receive honorable
di scharge therefrom by reason of service, and age or disability,
and the famlies of such as may be killed in the service or retired
on pension or who die in service, subject to the provisions of the
ordi nances of the Gty and the acts of assenbly applicable thereto.

Such rules and regulations and all anendnents thereto shall be
presented to Council for approval. Council may accept or reject
such rules and regulations, or if no action is taken within thirty
days from the date of presentation, such rules and regulations
shal | be deened approved. Such rules and regul ations shall then be
printed and nade available to all interested parties. Al pensions
as shall be allowed by rules and regulations to those who are
retired by reason of disability or of service and age shall conform
to a uniform scale. Benefits allowed from the Firenen's Pension
Fund to famlies of nenbers killed in service or retired on pension
or who die in service shall take into consideration the nenber's
survi ving spouse and his/her mnor children under eighteen years of
age, if any survive. (Od. 2152 83. Passed 6/17/69; Od. 3764.
Passed 9/ 17/96.)

151. 11 M N MUM SERVI CE AND RETI REMENT.

Any rule or regul ation adopted or enacted for the benefit of
the nenbers of the Firemen's Pension Fund shall prescribe a m ni num
period of continuous service in the paid Fire Bureau of the Gty
not |less than twenty-five years, after which a nenber of the paid
Fire Bureau may be retired fromactive duty, provided that any such
menber so retired shall be subject to service fromtine to tine as
afireman's reserve until the age of sixty-five. It shall be
conmpul sory for all nenbers of the paid Fire Bureau of the Gty who
reach age sixty-five to retire or be retired on pension. Every
menber of this pension fund shall be entitled to credit toward
hi s/ her service or increnent requirenents one day for each day of
sick | eave accunmul ated up to the maxi mum al |l oned by the enpl oynent
contract. (Od. 2189 81. Passed 4/7/70; Od. 3764. Passed
9/ 17/ 96.)

151.12 REI NSTATEMENT.

If an enployee of the Fire Departnent has ceased for any
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reason to be a nenber of the Fire Departnent and has been repaid
hi s/ her contributions to the pension fund, before he/she shall be
reinstated as a fireman he/she shall repay the contributions
refunded to himher, and shall receive credit for the prior years
of service in the Fire Departnent. (Ord. 2151 81. Passed 6/3/69

Od. 3764. Passed 9/17/96.)

151. 13 PENSI ON BENEFI TS | NVI OLATE

The pension benefit paynents allowed to any fireman of the
Gty wunder this article shall not be subject to attachnent,
execution, levy, garnishment or other |egal process, and shall be
payable only to the fireman entitled thereto or the beneficiary
designated by himher or by this article, and shall not be subject
to assignnment or transfer. (Od. 2000 81. Passed 9/20/66; Od.
3764. Passed 9/17/96.)

151. 14 ADM NI STRATI VE EXPENSES

Adm ni strative expenses associated with the Pension Fund may
be paid fromthe Fund, providing the following three conditions are
sati sfied:

(1) The admnistrative expense nust be directly associated
with the Pension Plan.

(2) The nenbers of the Pension Board nust be inforned and
satisfied that the expenses are necessary, reasonable and have been
incurred for the benefit of the Pension Plan.

(3) The expenses nust be detailed and item zed. (Ord. 3139
82. Passed 9/15/87.)

151. 15 PICK-UP PLAN

Effective after Decenber 31, 1992, the Cty shall pick up the
contributions of each affected enployee, as hereinafter defined,
which are required to be nade pursuant to the provisions of Section
151.02 and such contributions shall be treated as enployer
contributions in determning their tax treatnent under the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986, as anended (or any successor |egislation).
Such contributions shall be nmade by the Cty for the affected
enpl oyees in lieu of enployee contributions.

(a) The wages of affected enployees shall be reduced by the
amount of enpl oyee contributions to be nade by the Gty pursuant to
the provisions of this Section 151.15 and such reduction shall be
the source of funds used by the Gty to mnake such enployee
contri butions.

(b) Enpl oyee contributions nmade by the Gty under this
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Section 151.15 shall be treated for all purposes other than
taxation in the sane manner and to the sanme extent as enployee
contributions nmade prior to the effective date of this Odinance,
including, wthout I|imtation, the inclusion of such enployee
contributions as part of conpensation for purposes of calculating
benefits.

(c) No provision in this Section 151.15 shall be construed so
as to permt or extend an option to affected enployees to directly
receive the contributions nade by the Gty pursuant to this Section
151. 15 instead of having thempaid to the Firenen's Pension Fund.

(d) For the purposes of this Section 151.15, the term
"af fected enpl oyees" shall nean those officers and enpl oyees of the
Bureau of Fire whose terns and conditions of enploynent are
governed by the «collective bargaining agreenment entered into
between the Gty and International Association of Firefighters
Local 735. (Ord. 3521. Passed 12/15/92.)



